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UNIT OVERVIEW
Suggested Theme:



Insects That Live Together

Learning Objectives:    Pupils will:

Listening:

Speaking:

Reading:

Writing:

Visual literacy:

Key Teaching Points: 



•  listen to a text read by the teacher

•  listen and follow simple instructions

•  listen to and identify rhyming words

•  make predictions using titles, visuals

•  respond to questions about the text

•  dramatise the text

•  use the target language structures

•  contribute ideas for the Class Writing

•  discuss the Group Writing topic with group

members  

•  read a text aloud with the teacher

•  identify key vocabulary 

•  use initial consonants and blends for word

identification  

•  read Class, Group and Individual Writing  

•  complete learning sheets

•  write a sentence about a picture

•  answer questions in full sentences

•  write group and individual texts    

•  respond to meanings and ideas in visual texts,

for example, pictures and font size

•  present ideas using legible handwriting, simple

layout and illustrations  

•  complete penmanship practice  

Concepts about print
exclamation mark,  

font size

Vocabulary 

Word identification



ants, baby, eggs, hurry, jelly, nibble, queen, royal, sip,
scurry, tunnel
letter sounds: /sl/, /qu/, ….sh,
RESTRICTED


2

                                                                                                 © CPDD/ Ministry of Education (2007)
RESTRICTED
Primary 1     Unit 15                                     Big Book Title: Ants In A Hurry  
syllabification: 1, 2 syllables, hush, hurry, jelly, nibble,
scurry, sip,  tunnel, (revision) hungry, honey
rhyming words: hurry/scurry
Grammar

Teaching
Resources:
Instruction

/Resource Sheets:

Learning Sheets:

Teacher-made

Materials/Resources:

Key Messages


present continuous tense (revision)

verbs to be: is, are
subject/verb agreement  

RS15.1 Poem/Song for Tuning-in 

RS15.2 Pictures for bookmarks

RS15.3 Word card for Phonics activity

RS15.4 Pictures for Language Experience

LS15.1- LS15.4  

Penmanship sheet    

Cards for Phonics activity (refer to RS15.3, make five

copies, one for each team)

Pictures for Language Experience (to be enlarged and

mounted onto vanguard)

SEL: Social Awareness - Respect for others

         Self Management – Self motivation and discipline

         Relationship Management – Working cooperatively

NE: No one owes Singapore a living.

       We must find our own way to survive and prosper.

       We have confidence in our future.

       United, determined and well-prepared, we shall build a bright future for  

       ourselves.  
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SBA 1
Tuning-in
Sing the song or recite the poem (RS15.1) and model the actions (if any).

Invite the children to sing/recite with you.  

Reread a favourite Big Book chosen by the pupils and encourage them to read

along with you.

Introduce the New Book
Show pupils the cover and ask them to look at the picture.  

Discuss the cover to relate their prior knowledge to the content and help them

anticipate the text, for example,


What do you call these insects?

How many hands and legs do they have?
(Explain to the pupils that real ants do not have hands but they have six
legs.)

What are they carrying?

What do you think you can find in the pots?

Where are they bringing the food to?

Have you ever seen ants carrying food?

What food do they like?  

How do they carry their food? (They use their mouths.)
Accept all contributions. If the response given is ungrammatical, rephrase what

your pupils have said, using the correct form as a model for them.

Using your pointer, read the title of the book, the name(s) of the author(s) and

illustrator(s) found on the cover, inside cover or title page.  

Discuss additional pictures on the title page, for example,  


Where do these ants live?

Where else can we find ants?

Why is the first ant pointing that way?

Why are they in a hurry?
Let’s read and find out.

First Reading  
Use the suggested questions/comments below to discuss the illustration on each

page or double page before reading the text on that page.

Use your pointer fluidly as you read the text aloud with rhythm and expression. 

Page 1:        
Where are the ants going?

Who do you think they are bringing the food to?

How are the ants moving?

Page 2:  


What are these two ants doing?

What do you think this ant is adding into the pot?

What do you call this? (point to the jelly)

Do you like to eat jelly? Why?
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Page 3:  

Page 4:  

Page 5:

Page 6:

Page 7:


Why are the ants perspiring?

Where does the Queen live?

Let’s read and find out.

What is this ant acting as? (point to the police ant)

Why do the ants need a police ant in the tunnel?

What is this? (point to the traffic lights)

What does the green colour mean?

Who is this?

How do you know?

What is she doing?

What is the Queen doing here?

How do you think she feels?

Why is this ant putting her finger to her mouth?

What is she saying?

What is the Queen doing?

What do you think will happen next?

Pages 8-9:
What are these? (point to the eggs)

Who is laying the eggs?

Why is this ant putting his finger to his mouth?

Pages 10-

11:

Page 12:

Page 13:

Pages 14-

15:

Page 16:

Page 17:

Page 18:



How many eggs do you think the Queen will lay?

What are the ants going to do with the eggs?

Why are these two ants looking so happy?

What has come out from the egg?

What is it doing? Why? 

Why are all the baby ants crying?

What are the bigger ants going to do?

What are these ants doing?

Who are they going to feed?

Why are all the ants so busy?

Are the baby ants crying here? Why?
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Rereading 
Read the book again without stopping and encourage the pupils to read along

with you.

Conclusion
Have the pupils respond to the book by drawing a scene that they like from the

story.

Have them write a sentence to describe their picture.

Help the low progress pupils by providing a sentence starter.
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SBA 2 (1st period)
Tuning-in
Sing the song or recite the poem (RS15.1) with the pupils.    

Reread a favourite Big Book chosen by the pupils and encourage them to read

along with you.

Ask pupils to recall the new Big Book by answering the following questions with

actions and in chorus.

•
How do the ants move down the tunnel? (scurry, scurry, scurry)
•
How does the Queen eat her jelly? (nibble, nibble, nibble)
•
How does the Queen drink her honey? (sip, sip, sip)
•
What does the ant say when the Queen wants to lay her eggs? (Hush!  
Hush! Hush!)
Rereading the New Book
Encourage the pupils to read the title, author’s and illustrator’s names.  

Read the new book with the pupils without interruption.

Provide an opportunity for pupils to relate their personal experiences to the book,

for example,

Page 1:  

Page 4:  

Page 12:  

Conclusion  

Where can we find ants?

What do ants usually like to eat?

Do you think we can find traffic lights in an ant nest? Why?

Why are the words on this page getting bigger and bigger?

Do you know of other animals that lay eggs?

What are they?

How many eggs can they lay each time?

Use the pointer and/or word frame to have pupils identify the target print,

vocabulary and structures in the text (refer to the overview page).  

Turn to page 2 and frame the exclamation mark.

Explain to the pupils that the exclamation mark used here shows that the ants

really need to hurry.

Have the pupils use the word frame to look for all the other exclamation marks.

Ask the pupils why the exclamation mark is used after the words Hush! Hush!

Hush! on pages 7 and 9.

Say each of the following words twice without showing them to the pupils.  

Have the pupils clap to the number of syllables they hear in each of them.

hungry
hush

scurry
jelly

hurry
tunnel

nibble

sip
Ask pupils to find a word in the book that rhymes with scurry.
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SBA 2 (2nd- 3rd Periods)  
Follow-up Activities [1/2 period per activity]   
Choose appropriate activities for your class from the following
suggestions.  
Vocabulary:

ants, baby,
eggs, hurry,
nibble, queen,
royal,  sip,
scurry,        
tunnel,
Word
Identification
Skills:

letter sounds:

/sl/, /qu/,
….sh,

Oral Communication/Reading/Game
  Have pupils play the game ‘I Spy’.

 For example, turn to page 1 of the big book and say,

“I spy with my little eye, what do I see?
I see a word that rhymes with hurry.
What is the word?”
  Have a pupil use the word frame to frame the word

scurry.

  For the word ants, say:  

I see a word that means small insects.
  For the word nibble on page 5, say:

I see a word that means to take very little bites.
  Proceed with the other vocabulary words in the same

manner, giving descriptors/meanings of the words to

the pupils to help them locate the target vocabulary.

  When the pupils have found all the vocabulary words,

list them on the board and read through with them.

Writing
•  Have pupils do LS15.1.

 Higher progress pupils can also do LS15.1a.

Oral Communication/Reading 
  Write the words slowly, queen and hush on the board

in three columns.

  Underline the letters sl in slowly, qu in queen and sh in

hush.

  Tell the pupils they will be having a class competition.

 In this competition, they have to think of words that

start with /sl/ and /qu/ and words that end with sh.

  Divide the class into five mixed-ability groups (of equal

number).

  Give each group a card (refer to RS15.3).

Instruct the pupils that they have to come up with five

words under each column.

When a team finishes, put up the card on the board.

Read through the words on each card with the pupils.

The team that finishes first with the most correct

answers will be declared the winner.

Writing
  Have pupils do LS15.2.
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Grammar:  
present

continuous

tense

verbs to be:

is, are
subject/verb

agreement


1. Oral Communication/Reading
  Have a pupil come to the front of the class.

Ask him/her to write something on the board.

Ask the class,  

What is he/she doing? (He/She is writing.)

Write the response on the board.

  Ask another pupil to the front of the class to join the

first pupil.

Have the two pupils do an action together, e.g., jump.

Ask the class,

What are they doing? (They are jumping.)

Write the response on the board.

  Explain to the pupils that when one person is doing an

action, we use is with the action word, but when two or

more people are doing an action together, we use are.

  Have pupils make more sentences using is and are
with the continuous tense.

Write all their responses on the board and read through

with them.

Writing
  Have pupils complete LS15.3.      

2. Oral Communication/Reading
  Turn to page 2 of the Big Book, ask the pupils to read

the first sentence.

The Queen is hungry.
Write the sentence on the board.

  Turn to page 13 and ask the pupils to read the second

sentence.

It is hungry.
Write the sentence on the board.

Ask the pupils what the word it refers to.

  Turn to page 14 and ask the pupils to read the

sentence.

They are hungry too!
Write the sentence on the board.

Ask the pupils what the word they refers to.

  On page 15, ask the pupils to read the sentence.

More and more baby ants are hungry!
Write the sentence on the board.

  On page 17, ask the pupils to read the last sentence.

For the babies are hungry, hungry, hungry!
Write the sentence on the board.
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  Have the pupils read through all the sentences on the

board with you.

  Underline the verbs to be (is, are) and ask the pupils

why the word is is used for some sentences and the

word are is used for others.

[Remind them that we use is when we talk about a one

thing/animal, and we use are when we talk about  more

than one thing/animal.]

Writing
  Have pupils do LS15.4.

Visual
Literacy:
Art and
Craft:
Speech and
Drama:


Concepts about print
  Turn to page 12 of the big book and ask the pupils,

What do you notice about the size of the words?
Why are the words bigger in the second and third
lines?  
Making a bookmark
•  Have pupils make a bookmark in the shape of a jelly, a

pot of honey or an ant.

•  Have them colour and decorate it on one side and

write a sentence on the other side, for example,  

This pot of honey is for the Queen.

For low progress pupils, have them choose one of the

pictures (refer RS15.2) and cut it out.

Have them paste it on vanguard or construction paper

to make their bookmark.

Mime with choral reading
•  Divide the class into three mixed-ability groups.

Group One will mime the actions.  

Group Two will read the text leaving the repetitive

words (scurry, scurry, scurry, etc.) for Group Three to

read.  

•  The whole class will read page 17 together.
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MLEA 1 (double period)
Prewriting Activity:
Sing the song or recite the poem (RS15.1) with the pupils.    

Reread a favourite Big Book chosen by the pupils and encourage them to

read along with you.

Reread the current Big Book.  

Refer to the Big Book to provide a thematic link

Have pupils recall the Big Book.

Ask: Why do the ants need to scurry and hurry?
Elicit the following answers from the pupils,

                                The ants need to scurry and hurry.

                                because the Queen ant is hungry.

Write the sentence on a large piece of paper.

Do the same with the questions and answers below.

Ask: What does the Queen ant want?
The Queen wants her jelly.

                                The Queen wants her honey.

Ask: How is the Queen eating her jelly?
The Queen is eating her jelly.

                                 Nibble, nibble, nibble.

Ask: How is the Queen drinking her honey?
The Queen is drinking her honey.

                                  Sip, sip, sip.

Ask: When the Queen is laying her eggs, what does the worker ant say?
When the Queen is laying her eggs, the worker ant  

                                  says, Hush! Hush! Hush!

Ask: How do the eggs come out?
The eggs come out slowly, one by one.

Have pupils read the text with you.

Put up the large piece of paper with the text on the board for pupils to refer to

when they are writing their group story.

Say that in this lesson you will be showing them how to write a story that is

similar to the Big Book, Ants in a Hurry.
The Language Experience:
Writing a story 
Have pupils write a parallel text using the title, Bees in a Hurry.

Enlarge the pictures from RS15.4 and mount them on vanguard.

Display the pictures on the board.  

Brainstorm with the pupils by asking them to contribute all the information they

have about bees with the help of the pictures.
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For example:

  How do bees move about? (fly)  

  What sound do bees make? (buzz)

  What kind of home do bees live in? (beehive)

  What do bees collect for their food? (pollen and nectar)

  Where do they collect their pollen and nectar?

  How do bees eat their pollen and drink their nectar? (lick and suck)

  Who lays the eggs in the beehive? (Queen)

Class Writing:
Use the following suggestions/questions to elicit language use from the pupils.

Write what they say on a large sheet of paper so you can save it for future

rereading and penmanship practice.

If a pupil’s contribution is incorrect, guide him/her towards rephrasing it

correctly.

Do not number the contributions.  

For the high progress pupils, help them to elaborate.

Here is an example of how you can develop your Class Writing.

Suggested questions:

What noise do the bees make when

they fly round the beehive?

Why does the Queen want food?

What do the other bees do?

What does the Queen want?

What else does the Queen want?

What do the other bees do?

How is the Queen eating her pollen?

How is the Queen drinking her

nectar?

When does the worker bee say

Hush! Hush! Hush!?

Reading the Class Writing:


Suggested target text:

Round the bright, bright beehive, the

bees fly, buzz, buzz, buzz.

The Queen is hungry.

Flutter, flutter, flutter!

The Queen wants her pollen.

The Queen wants her nectar.

Flutter, flutter, flutter!

The Queen is eating her pollen.

Lick, lick, lick.

The Queen is drinking her nectar.

Suck, suck, suck.

The Queen is laying her eggs.

Hush! Hush! Hush!

Read the Class Writing with the pupils, pointing to the words fluidly as you

read and encouraging them to read along with you.      

Get the pupils to identify the vocabulary and language items.
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MLEA 2 (double period)
Rereading Class Writing:
Sing the song or recite the poem (RS15.1) with the pupils.    

Reread a favourite Big Book chosen by the pupils and encourage them to read

along with you.

Reread the current Big Book.

Reread the Class Writing from MLEA 1.

Group Writing: (Mixed-ability groups)

Explain to the class what they are going to write about in their groups.

Encourage the pupils to use the target structures but suggest they can use other

structures as well.  

Tell them to write a rough draft first, getting their ideas on paper.  

Then they can go back and make corrections as a group, before reading it to

you.  

Have the group leaders collect the materials they will need.  

Suggested topic:

What the Queen ant is doing
Have a class discussion on the habits of a Queen ant.

Inform the pupils that a Queen ant is usually bigger than the other ants.

Brainstorm for other information and list on the board.

Use a mind map to set out the task step by step, for example:

                      Type of home                                  Food it likes

a tunnel

a nest in a tree

a nest in a

house

                                                     Its habits

eating

drinking

sleeping

laying eggs 
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Have pupils draw a few pictures of what the Queen ant is doing onto their large

piece of paper before writing their story.

They can draw the Queen ant living in a nest, eating her sweets, drinking her

honey and laying her eggs.

Move from group to group, providing encouragement and assistance as needed.  

Have each pupil contribute at least one sentence or idea.

Help pupils to work out the spelling of words using the beginning letter/sound

whenever possible and guide them towards correct structures.

Have pupils refer to the words in the Class Writing and the mind map.

Help the low progress pupils to frame and write their sentences before they

contribute them to their groups.

If the groups need more time, they may continue writing the following day.

As the groups finish writing, have them read their writing with you in their group

and help them edit where appropriate.

Display each group’s writing so other groups can read them.  
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MLEA 3 (double period)
Rereading Class and Group Writing:  
Sing the song or recite the poem (RS15.1) with the pupils.    

Reread a favourite Big Book chosen by the pupils and encourage them to

read along with you.

Reread the current Big Book.

Reread the Class Writing from MLEA 1.

Have different groups read their writing to the class.

Encourage the class to make positive comments about the writing, e.g., what

they liked best about it.

Individual Writing/Creative Expression:  
Tell pupils what they are going to write about.  

Suggested topics:  

Have pupils choose to write about either a Queen bee or a worker bee.  

What the Queen/worker bee is doing
Display the picture cards used for Class Writing and ask pupils to draw one of

the pictures into their books before writing their story.

Help your low progress group get started and then monitor the whole class,

helping them with spelling words and structures as needed.  

Have as many pupils as there is time for read their writing to you once they

have finished.  

Visual
Literacy:
School-
based
Curriculum:


Penmanship Practice
Have pupils copy one or more key sentences from the Class

Writing from MLEA 1 onto the Penmanship sheet.

Show how the words are to be arranged and spaced over the

set of three lines (refer to Penmanship sheet).

For the low progress pupils, help them to trace their favourite

sentence from copies of the Class Writing.

Choose appropriate exercises and activities from prescribed

textbooks/workbooks, penmanship exercises and teacher-

produced resources to reinforce language development, for

example, vocabulary, grammar, phonics instruction and

writing.
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RESOURCE SHEET RS15.1

1. Poem for Tuning-in

One ant, two ants, three ants, four

Our picnic is their grocery store.

Five ants, six ants, seven ants, eight

They are crawling on my plate.

Eight ants, seven ants

Stomp around.                                     

Six ants, five ants

On the ground.

Four ants, three ants

On the run.

Two ants, one ant 

No more fun.

2. Song for tuning-in

     (Tune: Oh my darling, Clementine)

It’s an insect not a spider. 

It has six legs instead of eight.

Three on this side, three on that side

And it’s crawling on your plate.
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                                                     Resource Sheet RS15.2

Shapes for Bookmarks
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                                                  Resource Sheet RS15.3

   Word Cards for Phonics activity

words that start

with sl



words that start

with qu

RESTRICTED
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                                                     Resource Sheet RS15.4
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Name: __________________          Learning Sheet LS15.1   

Class: ___________                  Date: ____________                  

Vocabulary

I am Andy, the worker ant. 

Help me tell my story by

filling in the blanks.

You can find the helping

words in the eggs.

ants 

Queen 

eggs

royal

tunnel



baby 
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I live in a dark, dark (1)___________. My brothers  

and sisters are all worker (2)______________. We help  

to collect food and look after the (3)_____________

and her babies. The Queen likes to drink honey and eat  

(4)_____________. Her job is to lay (5)___________.  

She lays many, many (6)____________ eggs. A  

(7)____________ ant comes out of each egg. The babies  

are always hungry and we have to feed them. We are a  

very happy family.
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Name: __________________           Learning Sheet LS15.1a   

Class: ___________                  Date: ____________                  

Vocabulary

Fill in the boxes with the correct answer.

7

6

1

Across


2



3

4



5



Word Box
1.  The ants _____ down the tunnel.

4. The Queen likes to _____ her jelly.

5. The Queen sips her _______.

Down
1. The Queen likes to ______ her honey.

2. The ants must ______ because the Queen is hungry.

3. The Queen wants her food because she is _______.

6. The ants live in a dark, dark __________.

7. The Queen likes to eat _________.
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Name: __________________          Learning Sheet LS15.2   

Class: ___________                  Date: ____________                  

Look at the pictures. Fill in the missing letters of the

words in the circles.

_ _ippers

  _ _een

   bru_ _  



   fi_ _ 

   _ _eep

    _ _ilt 

RESTRICTED


  _ _ide  
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Name: __________________          Learning Sheet LS15.3   

Class: ___________                  Date: ____________                  

Look at the pictures. Use the words in the box to help

you answer the questions.

    running   laying   reading   writing

1. What is the girl doing?

She ___________________ a letter.

2. What is the hen doing?

It ____________________ an egg.

3. What are they doing?

       They ___________________ a book.

4. What is the man doing?

       He ____________________ a race.

Name: __________________    Learning Sheet LS15.4   
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Class: ___________                  Date: ____________                  

Make a sentence for each of the pictures below.

Use  is  or are  in your sentences.

1.  



2.



3.  


4.



5.
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